
City of Clinton 
Planning & Zoning Commission 

 
March 25, 2014 

6:30 p.m. 
Municipal Courtroom 

 
 

Minutes recorded by Kelly Hall, Administrative Assistant. 
 
Commission members present:  Mark Williams, Bettye King, Christine Whitton, Lisa 
Shoemaker, Nancy Davis, Benjie Barham 
 
City Officials present:  Roy Edwards (Director of Community Development), Ken Dreher (City 
Attorney) and Mark Jones (Director of Communications/Videographer)  
 
Guests:  Glen Worley (MC), Steve Stanford (MC), Tim Gettie (MC/Dean & Dean), Gary 
Haygood (MC/Haygood Group), Chico Patel (Fairfield Inn) 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mr. Williams.   
 
The minutes of the February 25, 2014 meeting were reviewed.  As there were no changes to 
be made Christine Whitton motioned and was seconded by Benjie Barham to approve the 
minutes as presented.  After a unanimous vote the motion to approve the minutes from the 
February 25, 2014 meeting carried. 
 
New Considerations 
 

A. 104 W. Leake Street – Meme’s Brick Street Bakery – Site Plan / Certificate of 
Appropriateness 

Gerald Smith has requested approval for two signs to be placed at the bakery which has 
opened at 104 West Leake Street.  The first sign is an oval sign of 8.3 square feet that will 
hang from the roof of the front porch.  The second sign is a 4.5 square foot sign that will be 
hung from a post next to the sidewalk in front of the bakery.  The Historical Preservation & 
Architectural Review committee suggested the addition of a two-line border and the cupcake 
symbol to the post-mounted sign.  Ms. Whitton commented that the addition of the border 
would be a nice touch.  Mr. Williams then opened the meeting for public comment or 
discussion.  There being none, Nancy Davis made the motion and was seconded by Benjie 
Barham to forward the request for a Certificate of Appropriateness and the site plan on to the 
Mayor and Board with our recommendation for approval.  The vote was unanimous in favor 
and the motion carried. 
 
 

B. Fairfield Inn – Hampstead Place – Site Plan Review 
The Fairfield Inn will be a four-story, eighty-six room hotel on Hampstead Place, which will be 
developed along with the hotel.  It is zoned C-2 and a conditional use was granted for this 
project in 2008.  Chico Patel was present and explained that the project was delayed 
because they were waiting for the economy to improve before beginning work.  His company 
already operates the Hampton Inn and Comfort Inn in Clinton.  Benjie Barham asked if 
Benchmark Engineering, who developed the site plan, is local and was told that they are out 
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of Brandon, Mississippi.  Mr. Patel will act as project manager.  At this time Mr. Williams 
opened the meeting for public comments and discussion.  There being none, Bettye King 
made the motion and was seconded by Christine Whitton to forward the site plan to the 
Mayor and Board of Alderman with our recommendation for approval.  The vote was 
unanimous in favor and the motion carried. 
 

C. Mississippi College East Campus – Revised Site Plan Review 
Tim Gettie, of Dean and Dean Architects, presented a revised site plan for the new student 
residences to be built on the East Campus.  While no recommendations were made at the 
Historical Preservation & Architectural Review committee meeting, the site plan has been 
revised to address many of the concerns expressed at that meeting.  The original plan 
showed eight residence buildings oriented east to west on the property.  The new plan has 
changed the orientation to north-south.  The residences will be arranged in two quadrangles 
with a green space in the center; the new plan provides an additional eighteen parking 
spaces more than the original site plan.  They are still working on plans for storm water 
management, erosion control and sprinklers.  When asked why the area to the east of the 
residences was not being utilized Mr. Gettie said it was being held back by MC for future 
academic expansion.  Mr. Barham asked if the parking lots would be asphalt or concrete; Mr. 
Gettie said that a decision is pending the receipt of results from soil borings.  He also noted 
that they have changed access to the small parking lot on the northwest portion of the 
property; access will be from within the property and the entrance onto East College has 
been removed to alleviate traffic congestion near the Landrum Street intersection.  The street 
connecting East College to Fairmont will remain; Steve Stanford of MC explained that due to 
heavy traffic on East College they are working with the City to determine if a 3-way stop will 
be placed at the intersection to help slow down traffic coming over the hill from the east and 
improve safety.  MC will maintain this street.  Due to concerns over the noise generated by 
the mechanical building and yard, it has been moved to the northeast side of the property.  
Mr. Williams then opened the meeting for public comments and discussion.  
 
Margie Dean, of 311 East College Street, presented comments from the East College Historic 
District which held a meeting to discuss the pros and cons of this project related to their 
community.   (See attachment to minutes for complete comments.)  
Pros:  new construction and removal of old school building; growth of MC and presence of 
students in the area; opportunity to improve the area, especially if the style of the residences 
reflects the historic quality of the neighborhood.   
Cons:  Safety of children and pedestrians due to increased vehicular traffic, storm water 
management where there are already problems during heavy rain, lighting from the project 
and vehicle headlights coming onto East College may be a disruption, loss of privacy if off-
street walkways or bike paths are not provided, and loss of green space (i.e. old growth 
trees).  Mr. Gettie noted that several of their concerns have already been addressed by the 
latest site plan or will be addressed when the landscaping plan is finalized by the Haygood 
Group.  Mrs. Ann Mackey, 312 East College Street, stated that she hoped the green space 
between the sidewalks and East College Street would be continued, as it offers extra visibility 
of oncoming traffic when residents are exiting their driveways.  She noted that the sidewalks 
were part of a plan approved in Washington, DC when this historic area was first developed.  
Bettye King asked if the elementary building would remain; Mr. Gettie stated that it would not 
be removed as part of this project but could not speak to any future plans that MC may have.  
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Mrs. Mackey noted that the elementary school building is eligible for historic preservation.  
With no further comments, Lisa Shoemaker asked Mr. Edwards what format was needed to 
make a motion to move this project forward and was informed that approval could be 
recommended provided all city ordinances, state and federal requirements are met.  Benjie 
Barham asked if there would be any signage concerns and was told that if any signage is 
needed it must comply with the City’s sign ordinances.  Benjie Barham moved and was 
seconded by Lisa Shoemaker to approve the revised site plan for MC’s East Campus Student 
Residences provided all City, State and Federal requirements are met.  The vote was 
unanimous in favor and the motion carried. 
 
Other Business 
 
There was no other business for discussion.  
 
Next Meeting 
 
The date for the next regular meeting of the Planning & Zoning Commission will be Tuesday, 
April 22, 2014.  Lisa Shoemaker noted that this is also the date of MC’s Scholarship Banquet 
and she may not be able to attend. 
 
At this time Bettye King made the motion to adjourn and was seconded by Christine Whitton.  
The vote was unanimous in favor and the motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 
7:15 p.m.  
 


